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power to withhold the sacrament of communion
from those who in their opinion were unworthy
to partake of it. The third and last question was :
Did not Knox think it indifferent whether com-
municants knelt or not ? Knox could not admit
that anything at all was indifferent where God's
service was concerned, and he abominated kneel-
ing. He replied that Christ was perfect, and that
His example was to sit, not to kneel.
The enquiry was a triumph for Knox. He had
dealt cleverly with the questions, and, while not
departing from his own viewpoint, had left his
inquisitors not a single opening for further action
against him. He was dismissed with the pious
hope that he would learn to accommodate him-
self, and Knox was well pleased with the out-
come of an appearance of the result of which he
had been doubtful. His position as preacher to
the king was not affected, and shortly afterwards
he delivered a sermon as a Court preacher. He
did not return to Newcastle after this duty, but
started on a preaching tour in Buckinghamshire,
where he remained for the next two months.
His refusal of promotion in the Church had
been due to " foresight of troubles to come,53 and
he had not long to wait for the catastrophe which
he feared. Edward VI died, at the beginning of
JulY J553> at the age of seventeen. He had been
deeply grieved at the thought of the accession of
Mary Tudor to the throne, since a Catholic